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England and the savages at their firesides. Stoughton and Bulkeley were despatched as agents to England to support the interests of Massachusetts. The result of the legal proceedings in England was that the jurisdiction of Massachusetts over New Hampshire ceased; but it was preserved in Maine by an arrangement with the successful claimant. The king had offered to purchase Maine, in order to unite it with New Hampshire, and bestow both on his son, the duke of Monmouth; but before he had completed the bargain the agents of Massachusetts purchased the Gorges title for twelve hundred and fifty pounds; and they continued to hold it, notwithstanding the remonstrances of the king.
The inhabitants of New Hampshire were desirous to remain attached to Massachusetts; but they were compelled to submit and receive a royal governor, the first that ever exercised power in New England. The office was conferred on Edward Cranfield, who, like Randolph, was a rapacious adventurer, intent on making a fortune, by urging the claims of Mason to the soil, which the people had purchased from others, _ and improved by tjieir own labour. After involving himself in controversies and altercations with the settlers and their legislative assembly, in which he was continually foiled, lie finally solicited his own recall. Shortly after his departure, New Hampshire resumed her connection with Massachusetts, and retained it until the British revolution of 1688.
MASSACHUSETTS ROBBED   OF  HER  CHARTER  (1GS3 A.D.)
The enforcement of the. Navigation Acts became now a source of controversy between Massachusetts arid the crown. In order to compel obedience to these laws, a forfeiture of the charter was threatened; and the general court, after declaring that the Acts of Navigation were an invasion of their rights, so long as they were not represented in parliament, gave them legal force by an act of their own. This preserved their consistency, and saved the charter for the time; but it was not long before the corrupt court of Charles II commenced the work of depriving the cities and corporate towns of England of their charters, and Massachusetts could no longer hope to be spared. Ne-w agents were despatched to England, however, to avert the danger; but in 1083 a quo warranto was issued.*
Thus tyranny triumphed, and the charter fell. This was the last effective act of Charles II relative; to Massachusetts; for'before any new government could be settled, the monarch was dead. His death and that of the charter were nearly contemporary. The accession of James II to the English throne took place in February, 1085. The condition of the colony had long awakened the gloomiest apprehensions. The worst fears seemed confirmed, therefore, when, before the death of Charles, it was reported that Kirke, the ferocious and detestable governor of Tangier, and infamous at a later date as the associate of Jeffreys, had been appointed their governor. There were all the symptoms in the country of an expiring constitution. Several of the towns had refused to send deputies to the general court, and little was transacted by that once active body. Resentment was shown towards those magistrates who had favoured the surrender of the charter. It was a relief to the people to find that Joseph Dudley was appointed president by the king, instead of Kirke. It was the; substitution of a lessor evil for one infinitely greater. The general court was then in session; a copy of his commission was presented and read; and a reply waw returned, complaining of its arbitrariness, and that the people were abridged of their liberties as Englishmen.d by the Indians at the eastward, the women of that town, as they
